
INTRODUCTION 

Although the Albemarle Area has grown slowly in popula tion f or many 

decades, man y changes have been taking place in the region. Farming is 

declining rapidly as an employer of labor and a way of life, while growing 

in productiv ity and income. Forestry is being revolutionized by scientific, 

corporate management. Ne w and e xpand ing industr ies adjacent to the region 

and within it are provid i ng n e w em plo yment opportunities, but not at the 

rate needed to rev er se out-migrati on trends. The Outer Banks have become 

increasingly important as r ec r eatio n and vacation areas . Other waterfront 

areas on the sounds and r ive rs have become ma gn ets attracting secon d home 

developments and new bus i nesses . 

Th e region has its share of probl ems, however. Its location away f ro m 

the major populat i on complexes of the state makes it relatively is olat e d, 

a s ituati on not improved by gen e rall y poor highway access . Bec ause o f it s 

proximit y to the grow i ng and d y nam ic Norfolk Metropolitan Area, it i s 

dependent economically and culturally on a local ity within wh ich it has no 

political ties or i nfluence. Its waterways and wet lands in the past ha ve 

served as barriers to land travel and h el p e d contribute t o its i solat i on. 

A heav y economic d epen d ence on agriculture and forestry, wh ich are non ­

growth industries in terms of em plo yment, has ensure d heavy out - migr at ion 

f or many y ears. Alth ough the recreation potential of the region has been 

kn own for many years, relat i vel y little has been don e t o e xplo it it until 

recently. Small governmental units, which ab ound in the Albemarle Area, 

have each tend ed to go separate wa ys, d ivi d ing an d sub d ivi d i ng th e limited 

financial r e sourc es ava i labl e to prov i d e services and facilities for the 

region. Fortunat e l y, it appears that this patt ern is beginning to chang e. 

The major assets of the region are its people, its land, its water 

areas, and its cl imate. As is true in most predom i nately rural places, the 

people in the Alb ema rl e Area suffer from low e du cational levels, low p er 

capita inc o mes, and a r ela t ively high unemployment rate . In addition, a 

considerable number of the popu latio n are underemployed, because of the 

seasonable natur e of the available work. 

The land d evelopment pot e nt ial of the Albemarle Area has never been 

exploited adequatel y . Ev en though the region was the first section settled 

in North Carolina, r elatively l ittle has been do ne unt i l recent years to 

develop and ut i lize i ts extensive wetlands. New technology and corporate 

management, well backed financially, promise to turn land that has tradi ­

tionally been considered worthl es s, e xc ept for hunting, into highly produc­

tive fields an d forests . The old farms an d forests on the better drained 

lands have become much more product ive as farmers have been educate d to 

the need for better management and the adoption of scientific practices. 


